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W H AT  D O  W E   
M E A N  B Y:  

“ L E C T U R E ”  

“ A C T I V E - L E A R N I N G ”  

“ B E S T  P R A C T I C E S ”  

“ I N N O VAT I O N ”  

“ P E R F O R M A N C E ”  

?  ?  ?  

“ T H E R E  A R E  N O  
P R I M A R Y  E F F E C T S . ”  

 E R I C  A M S E L

M Y  R A N T  A N D  T H E  P R E M I S E  O F  T H I S  W O R K :



from “The Teacher and Overhead Projection,” Morton J. Schultz, 1965



James Tissot





M Y  S A B B AT I C A L  
J O U R N E Y

Premise: We know we learn 
things in all kinds of contexts, 
and we value alternate modes 
of learning.  What is there to 
learn from the variety of 
learning modes, spaces, and 
purposes?



P O I N T S  O F  I N T E R E S T

• N A T I O N A L  PA R K S :  A R C H E S ,  
Y E L L O W S T O N E ,  G R A N D  
T E T O N ,  C A N Y O N L A N D S ,  
M L K  J R .  …   

• M A N D O L I N  P L A Y I N G ,  
M U S I C  L E S S O N S  

• Y E L L O W S T O N E  C O U R S E  
• 8 T H  G R A D E  C L A S S R O O M S  
• O N L I N E  C H E M I S T R Y,  

P H O T O G R A P H Y  
• O N L I N E  C O L L A B O R A T I O N S :  

R A V E L R Y,  M I N E C R A F T  
• D R E S S A G E  C L I N I C  
• W H I S K E Y  M A K I N G  C L A S S ,  

C O F F E E  S C H O O L   
• V I S I T  M Y  A L M A  M A T E R  

• P R O F E S S I O N A L  L E A R N I N G :  
T E A C H I N G  W O R K S H O P S  
A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S  

• M U S E U M S :  A M N H ,  M A T H  
M U S E U M ,  O M S I ,  
W O N D E R S H O P,  G E O R G I A  
A Q U A R I U M  

• T E A C H E R  D A Y  A T  P O E T R Y  
F E S T I VA L  

• “ S C I E N C E  I N  T H E  PA R K S ”  
• A A P T,  A E R A ,  “ S C I E N C E  

E D U C A T I O N  A T  T H E  
C R O S S R O A D S , ”  E T C  

• M A R A T H O N  T R A I N I N G  
• W R I T I N G  
• D A N C E  C L A S S  …



B O R N  T O  R U N ?  
R U N N I N G  C O N S I D E R AT I O N S  A N D  A D V I C E :

How do I train for a 
marathon??? 

• trail versus road 
• heel strike versus toe 

strike 
• carbs and proteins, 

coconuts and avocados? 
• training schedules and 

tapering schedules 
• technology and tools

My Conclusion: 

John McPhee says 
“writing teaches 

writing,” so I 
decided that 

“running teaches 
running.”



M U S E U M S  A N D  PA R K S
“ F R E E  C H O I C E  L E A R N I N G ”













W H I S K E Y  M A K I N G  C L A S S
A P P R E N T I C I N G



D R E S S A G E
A P P R E N T I C I N G



D O D G E  P O E T R Y  F E S T I VA L
P R O F E S S I O N A L  L E A R N I N G



A M B I T I O U S  S C I E N C E  T E A C H I N G
P R O F E S S I O N A L  L E A R N I N G



“ Y O U  C A N  N E V E R  G O  B A C K ”
C L A S S R O O M S



P E R S P E C T I V E  TA K I N G
C L A S S R O O M S



C U LT U R A L  C U E S
C L A S S R O O M S



D A N C E
see: dancesciencefest.org

http://dancesciencefest.org








A  B O D Y  I N  M O T I O N
H I G H L I G H T  R E E L









D A N C E  C L A S S  I S  
N O T  P H Y S I C S  L A B :

• Sitting on floor; wearing 
tights  

• “Dancers … “ 

• Applause 

• Group memory of phrases 

• Vulnerability 

• Responsibility and critique 

• “Data” mined from dancers 

• Creation and wrong paths



• Conceptualizing a 
marathon: 
 
A need for the perspective 
of a trusted guide(s) and 
understanding the culture 
and space of the run.

R U N N I N G  
C O N C L U S I O N :

• “You must be training for 
something.” 
 
The learning became the 
goal, rather than just the 
means.



I N T E R S E C T I N G  P E R S P E C T I V E ,  
C U LT U R E ,  A N D  S PA C E

S C I E N C E  E D U C A T I O N  A T  T H E  C R O S S R O A D S :



C H A L L E N G E  

Countless positive learning 
environments include tools: 
trying on perspectives,  
sharing cultures, and  
exploring spaces. 

But, these tools are also the goals. 

You are here.   
Share perspective, 

shape culture, 
and  

make space.




